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(Concluded  from  page  107.) 

Verse  .5.  When  they  shall  he  afraid  of 
that  which  is  high] 

10.  Being  so  feeble^  they  are  afraid  to 
trust  themselves  to  ascend  steps,  stairs,  &c. 
without  help.  And  when  they  look  up^ 
wards,  their  beads  turn  giddy,  and  they 


14.  Desire  shall faiT]  Both  re/i^A  and 
appetite  for  food,  even  the  most  delicate^ 
that  to  which  they  where  formerly  so 
much  attached,  now  fails.  The  teeth 
are  no  longer  able  to  masticate  the  food^ 
or  are  all  dropped  out ;  the  stomach  no 
longer  able  to  digest  any  thing ;  and,  as 
the  body  is  no  longer  capable  of  receiving 
nourishment,  appetite  and  relish  necessa* 
rily  fail. 

15.  Because  man  goeth  to  his  long 
home]  el  beith  olamo,  to  the  house  of  his 


are  ready  to  fall. 

1 1 .  Fears  shall  be  in  the  way]  They 


age the  place  destined  to  receive  him, 
when  the  whole  race  or  course  of  life  shall 


dare  not  walk  out,  lest  they  should  meet 
some  danger,  which  they  have  not  strength 
to  repel,  nor  agility  to  escape.  A  second 
childishness  has  taken  place, — apprehen¬ 
sions,  fears,  terrors,  and  weakness. 

12.  The  almond-tree  shall  flourish] 
yenants,  noi flourish  hdlfall  of.  The  hair 
begins  to  change,  first  gray,  then  white  :  it 
having  no  longer  that  supply  of  nutritive 
juices  which  it  once  had,  this  animal  vege¬ 
table  withers,  and  falls  ojf.  The  almond- 
tree,  having  white  flowers,  is  a  fit  emblem 
of  a  hoary  head:  or,  as  Hasse/qvist  says, 
who  observed  the  trees  in  full  flower  in 
Judea,  “like  an  old  man  with  his  white 
hcks.^^ 


13.  The  grasshopper  shall  he  a  burden] 
Kven  such  an  inconsiderable  thing  as  a 
locust,  or  a  very  small  insect,  shall  lie 
deemed  burthensome  ;  their  strength  is  so 
exceedinglv  diminished.  In  cases  of  the 
gout,  especially  in  old  men,  the  shadow  of 
a  per^in  passing  by  puts  them  to  acute 
paiiyifhow  much  less  can  they  hear  the 
srnaIRt  prqj^sure  I  But  probably  the  words 
refer  tn^the^inan  himself  who  bent  at  the 
loins,  anil  his  arms  hanging  down,  exhibits 
somi^^ caricature  of  the  animal  in  question. 
The*  poor  grasshopper  is  become  a  burden 
to  himself.  Another  interpretation  has 
bielen  given  of  the  grasshopper :  but  I  pass 
ri  by  as  impertinent  and  contemptible; 
such  commen 
to  rend 


immen^oi 

fifcthejext 


ors  appear  as  they  wished 
ridiculous. 


be  finished ;  for  61am,  takes  in  the  whole 
course  or  duration  of  a  thing  :  if  applied 
to  a  dispensation,  such  as  the  law,  it 
takes  in  its  whole  duration  ;  to  the  life  of 
man,  it  takes  in  the  whole  life;  to  time  it 
includes  its  whole  compass;  to  eternity, 
it  expresses  its  infinite  duration.  So  old 
age  terminates  the  olam,  the  complete  du¬ 
ration  of  human  life :  and  when  food  is  no 
longer  desired,  and  nutrition  ceases,  the 
olam  of  man  is  terminated. 

1 6.  He  is  just  departing  into  the  invisi¬ 
ble  world ;  and  this  is  known  by  the  mourn¬ 
ers  going  about  the  streets,  the  long 
hollow  groans  and  throat-ratlings  which 
proceed  from  him  ;  the  sure  prognostica¬ 
tions  of  the  extreme  debility  and  speedy 
cessation  of  those  essential  animal  functions 
next  mentioned. 

Verse  6.  Or  ever  the  silver  cord  he 
loosed^  We  have  already  had  all  the 
external  evidences  of  old  age,  with  all  its 
attendant  infirmities ;  next  follow  what 
takes  place  in  the  body,  in  order  to  produce 
what  is  called  death,  or  the  separation  of 
body  and  soul. 

1.  The  silver  cord — The  medulla  oh- 
longata,  or  spinal  marrow,  from  which 
all  the  nerves  proceed ;  as  it  itself  does 
from  the  brain.  This  is  termed  a  cord 
from  its  exact  similitude  to  one ;  and  a 
silver  cord  from  its  colour,  as  it  strikingly 
exhibits  the  silver  gray.  And  from  its 
preciousness,  this  >6  said  to  be  loosed;-^ 
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«ts  the  nervouB  system  became  a  little  before, 
and  at  the  article  of  death,  wholly  debilita¬ 
ted.  The  last  loosing  being  the  fall  of 
the  under  jaw ^  the  invariable  and  never- 
failing  evidence  of  immediate  death  ;  a 
few  struggles  more,  and  the  soul  is  dismiss¬ 
ed  from  its  clay  tenement. 

2.  The  golden  howl  he  hrokeri]  The 
hrdin  contained  in  the  cranium  or  scull, 

_  and  enveloped  with  the  membranes  called 
the  dura  and  pia  mater;  here  called  a 
howl  from  its  resemblance  to  such  a  vessel, 
the  container  being  put  for  the  contained ; 
and  goldeuj  because  of  its  colour^  and 
because  of  its  exceeding  preciousness^  as 
has  been  noticed  in  the  former  case. — 
broken  ;  be  rendered  unfit  to  perform  its 
functions^  neither  supplying  nor  distribu¬ 
ting  any  nervous  energy. 

3.  Or  the  pitcher  he  broken  at  the 
fountain]  The  vena  cava,  which  brings 
back  the  blood  to  the  right  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  here  called  the  fountain,  ha- 
mehud,  the  spring  whence  the  gushes 
up;  properly  applied  here  to  the  heart, 
which  by  \X^  systole  and  diastole  (contrac¬ 
tion  and  expansion)  sends  out,  and  after¬ 
ward  receives  back  the  blood ;  for  all  the 
blood  proceeds  from,  and  returns  back  to 
the  heart. 

4.  The  wheel  broken  at  the  cistern] — 
The  great  aorta,  which  receives  the  blood 
from  the  cistern,  the  left  ventricle  of  the 
heart,  and  distributes  it  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  system.  These  may  be  said, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  brain  above,  to  be 
broken,  i.  e.  rendered  useless ;  when, 
through  the  loosening  of  the  silver  cord, 
the  total  relaxation  of  the  nervous  system, 
the  heart  becomes  incapable  of  dilatation 
and  contraction  ;  so  that  the  blood  on  its 
return  to  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart 
is  not  received,  nor  that  already  contained 
in  the  ventricles  propelled  into  the  great 
aorta.  The  wheel  is  used  in  allusion  to 
the  Asiatic  wheels,  by  which  they  raise 
water  from  their  wells  and  tanks,  and 
deep  cisterns,  for  domestic  purposes,  or  to 
irrigate  the  grounds.  Thus  then  the  blood 
becomes  stagnate,  the  lungs  cease  to  respire, 
the  blood  is  no  longer  oxidized,  all  motion 
voluntary  and  involuntary  ceases,  the  body, 
the  house  of  the  immortal  spirit,  is  no 
longer  tenantable,  and  the  soul  takes  its 
flight  into  the  eternal  world.  -  The  man 
D — I— E — S  !  This  is  expressed  in  the 
following  verse : — 

Verse  7*  Then  shall  the  dust  return  to 
the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  spirit  shall 
return  unto  God] 


5.  Putrefaction  and  solution  take  place ; 
the  whole  mass  becomes  decomposed,  and 
in  process  of  time  is  reduced  to  dust  from 
which  it  was  originally  made ;  while  the 
spirit,  ha-ruach,  that  spirit,  which  G^xl  at 
first  breathed  into  the  nostrils  of  man,  and 
he  in  consequence  became  a  living  soul, 
an  intelligent,  rational,  discoursing  animal, 
returns  to  God  who  gave  it.  Here  the 
wise  man  makes  a  most  evident  distinction 
between  the  body  and  the  soul : — they  are 
not  the  same ; — they  are  not  both  matter. 
The  body,  which  is  matter,  returns  to 
dust,  its  original :  but  the  spirit  which  is 
immaterial,  returns  to  God.  It  is  impos¬ 
sible  that  two  natures  can  be  more  distinct, 
or  more  emphatically  distinguished.  The 
author  of  this  book  was  not  a  materialist. 

Thus  ends  this  affecting,  yet  elegant 
and  finished  picture,  of  OLD  AGE  and 
DEATH. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  that  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  ivhich  has  been 
deemed  a  modern  discovery  by  our  country¬ 
man  Dr.  Harvey,  in  l6l6,  was  known  to 
Solomon,  or  whoever  was  the  author  of 
this  boolc ;  i}de fountains,  cisterns,  pitcher, 
and  wheels,  giving  sufficient  countaiance 
to  the  conclusion. 

Verse  8.  This  affecting  and  minute  de¬ 
scription  of  old  age  and  death  is  concluded 
by  the  author  with  the  same  exclamation 
by  which  he  began  his  book  :  O  vanity 
of  vanities,  sailh  Koheleth  ;  all  is  vanity. 
Now  that  man,  the  masterpiece  of  God’s 
creation,  the  delegated  sovereign  of  this 
lower  world,  is  turned  to  dust,  what  is 
there  stable  or  worthy  of  contemplation 
besides  !  all  is  VANITY ! 

SBXillOT  VA1LZBTXE8. 


ADDRESS  TO  YOUNG  PEOPLE. 

The  following  Letter  was  written  by  Mrs. 
Sarah  Gill,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
Prince,  of  Boston,  and  sealed  with  thi^rder, 
Not  to  be  opened  till  after  my^ death  ;||kvd, 
in  compliance  with  her  request,  i^^as  not. 

*  To  nil  myyoun^  acquaintance  into  whose  hands 
these  lines  tnay  come.^ 

^  As  from  the  invisible  world  (that  world 
of  spirits  into  which  mine  will  have  enter¬ 
ed  before  this  is  presented  you)  I  now 
add|ess  you ;  and  I  earnestly  entreat  you 
to  receive  my  message.  I  may  now  say, 
since  I  shall  be  beyond  thAiensibilities  of 
this  mortal  life,  that  it  is  A^l^lherested 
love  and  concern  for  your  teM  good  thq|p 
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prompts  me  to  this.  With  pity  have  I  ways  of  vital  godliness  are  indeed  pleasant; 
often  thought  on  your  case.  Frequently  and  the  keeping  God’s  commandments 
has  my  heart  bled  in  secret  for  those  of  brings  a  peace  passing  understanding ! 
you  who  live  estranged  from  God,  ignorant  Would  you  be  fitted  to  meet  Death  without 
of  the  pleasures  of  the  divine  life,  unac-  terror  ? — come  to  Christ,  and  he  will  take 
quainted  with  the  lovely  Redeemer,  with  away  the  sting  of  it,  and  it  shall  be  to  ypu 
communion  with  God,  the  gracious  influ-  a  sweet  passage-way  to  glory!  Would 


ences  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  tokens  of  his 
love  and  favour ! — and  while  I  have  seen 
you  engaged  in  a  round  of  amusements 
and  sensual  gratifications,  the  world  smiling 
on  you,  and  you  liearkening  to  its  delusive 
promises,  pleasing  yourselves  with  its  airy 
vanities,  1  have  thought  you  (as  you  really 
are)  a  company  of  spirits,  made  and  bound 
for  eternity,  and  speedily  hastening  to  it, 
and  uncertain  whether  you  should  be  happy 
in  the  society  of  perfected  spirits,  and  in , 
the  satisfying  presence  of  God  for  ever,  or 
be  miserably  fixed  in  a  state  of  enmity  to 
him,  in  company  with  unholy  Devils: 
and  yet  you  are  diverting  on  the  borders 
of  this  eternity,  as  securely  as  though  you 
could  never  enter  into  it.  Let  me,  there¬ 
fore,  entreat  you  as  reasonable,  as  immor¬ 
tal  beings,  to  secure  your  eternal  welfare 
without  any  delay :  till  that  is  done,  you 
are  in  constant  hazard  of  eternal  death, — 
the  next  hour  may  be  the  finishing,  the 
deciding  period.  Can  you  be  ea«y  to 
stand  on  the  brink  of  eternity,  ready  to  fall 
and  not  know  how  your  state  will  be  de¬ 
termined  at  the  awful  bar  of  God  ?  Dare 
you  venture  into  his  presence,  and  not 
know  whether  he  is  your  F riend  or  your 
Enemy  ?  Can  you  think  of  appearing 
before  Him  as  your  Judge,  and  rest  till 
you  have  secured  an  interest  in  Him  as 
your  Saviour  ?  Are  not  your  souls  pre¬ 
cious  ?  Do  you  really  see  their  import¬ 
ance  ?  If  you  do  not,  go  visit  a  dying 
bed, — see  what  that  will  teach  vou :  read 
the  word  of  God  :  and  there  you  wdll  find 
the  Maker  of  souls  tells  you,  that  they  are 
of  more  worth  than  a  lohole  world  f  But 
this  is  not  all :  Consider  the  value  Christ 
set  on  them.  To  save  souls,  the  eternal 
Word  condescended  to  veil  his  glory,  to 
take  on  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  in 
that  form  to  siifler  and  die !  Read  the 
historji^  of  his  life,  his  humble  state,  his 
hardships  and  indignities,  his  painful  igno¬ 
minious  death,  the  agonies  of  his  soul,  his 
bearing  the  wrath  of  God.  suffering  under 
the  immense  weight  of  the  divine  displea¬ 
sure  !  Read  his  agony  in  the  garden  and 
on  the  cross,  and  all  loudly  speak  the  worth 
of  each  of  your  souls  ! 

•Would  you  be  happy  in  lifer  The 


you  be  safe  for  eternity  t — an  inter**8t  in 
Christ  will  give  you  such  a  sure  title  to 
eteinal  life,  as  nothing  can  annul !  What 
pleas  shall  I  use  to  persuade  you  to  be 
religious  }  Shall  I  tell  you  your  all  de¬ 
pends  upon  it, — that  this  is  the  only  way 
to  glorify  God,  and  that  you  cannot  be 
happy  here  or  hereafter  without  it  ?  Shall 
I  allure  or  terrify  you  ?  Shall  I  tell  you, 
that  Heaven,  with  all  its  joys, — that  God 
himself  must  be  yours,  or  you  must  have 
Hell,  with  all  its  amazing  terrors,  the 
guilt  of  sin,  the  stings  of  conscience,  the 
wrath  of  an  incensed  God,  and  a  slighted 
Saviour  for  your  miserable  portion  to  eter- 
nity  !  Can  you  think  of  the  contrast,  and 
hesitate  a  moment  which  to  choose !  I 
speak  as  from  Eternity, — won’t  you  be¬ 
lieve  me  ?  Shall  I  allure  you  by  the 
grace  of  the  gospel  ? — Shall  I  tell  you  of 
the  amiableness,  the  transcendent  loveli¬ 
ness  of  the  blessed  Mediator  ?  That  he  is 
altogether  glorious  in  his  person  and  in 
his  mediatorial  character  ?-*-that  he  is  all- 
sufficient  to  save  you  ?— Shall  I  assure 
you,  he  is  now  willing  to  do  it,  offers  him¬ 
self  with  all  his  benefits  to  you,  and  waits 
your  acceptance  ?  If  you  will  accept  him, 
he  will  be  your  Almighty  Friend,  your 
satisfying  portion,  your  preyalent  Inter¬ 
cessor, — and  he  will  be  all  this  for  ever ! 
You  shall  be  filled  with  love,  joy,  and 
peace !  Sliall  see  such  glories,  and  feel 
such  happiness,  as  is  beyond  the  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  most  raised  mind  on  earth  to 
conceive  !  This  is  something  of  the  bliss 
Christ  now  offers!  And  what  answer 
will  you  give  him  ?  Will  you  accept  or 
refuse  ?  One  or  the  other  you  must  do. 
Do  you  begin  to  consider?  And  are  you 
ready  to  ask,  ^  What  m^hods  shall  I  use 
to  get  into  the  narrow  path  which  leads  to 
life  ?’ — It  is,  no  doubt,  your  indispensable 
duty  immediately  to  repent  and  believe 
the  gospel.  Take  time  for  serious  medi¬ 
tation, — let  not  one  day  pass  without  it ! 
Diligently  attend  all  the  means  of  instruc¬ 
tion,  public,  private,  and  secret.  Be  much 
in  scciet  prayer, — hear  every  sermon  as 
for  your  life,  and  as  though  it  was  the  last, 
— labour  to  keep  eternity  in  view, — labour 
to  realize  the  eye  of  God  always  on  you: 
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these  are  powerful  incentives  to  diligence ! 
Associate  with  the  fearers  of  God  ; — seek 
for  proper  companions,  to  whom  you  may 
open  your  cases ;  and  do  not  be  afraid  or 
ashamed  to  do  it.  O  do  not  be  ashamed 
to  appear  openly  or  singularly  good ! — 
bear  on  your  minds  that  you  cannot  gel 
to  Heaven  without  pains,  arduous  labours, 
and  persevering  strivings.  Religion  is  not 
the  work  of  a  day,  nor  is  it  a  thing  to 
come  in  by  the  bye ;  but  it  is  the  one 
thing  necessary,  and  must  be  the  chief 
business  of  your  lives.  You  must  give 
God  your  whole  hearts !  Do  not  think 
you  can  serve  God  and  sin  together;  but 
remember  that  real  religion  is  a  conformity 
of  the  soul  to  God  in  moral  dispositions ;  and, 
therefore,  that  sin  must  be  forsaken.  You 
must  turn  from  all  sin,  or  you  will  never 
turn  to  God.  Resolve,  in  an  humble  de¬ 
pendence  on  the  help  of  Christ,  to  delay 
no  longer ;  but  immediately  to  set  about 
this  great  work  in  earnest !’ 

A  VISION. 

With  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life/’ 

Psal.  xxxvi.  9. 

Ruminating  one  evening  on  the  mise¬ 
ries  of  man’s  fallen  state,  I  insensibly  fell 
into  a  profound  reverie,  which  produced 
the  subsequent  flight  of  imagination.  Me- 
thought  I  was  in  a  large  island,  the  first 
sight  of  which  struck  me  exceedingly. — 
The  prospects  were  beautiful,  the  land 
fertile ;  and  as  1  walked  forward,  the  air 
breathed  a  thousand  aromatic  sweets.  I 
began  from  this  to  fancy  myself  in  the 
£lysian  fields  ;  but  as  I  advanced,  a  sight 
of  the  inhabitants  soon  convinced  me  of 
my  mistake.  7’he  ^rst  impressions  they 
say,  are  the  most  durable ;  but  whatever 
favourable  idea  I  had  formed,  at  my  first 
entrance  into  this  place^  ol  those  who 
dwelt  in  it,  they  all  vanished,  when  I  per¬ 
ceived  several  people  approaching  me, 
who,  by  their  dpma]  looks,  indicated  an 
unhappy  state  ^  mind :  others  presently 
followed,  seemingly  in  high  s])irils ;  but  I 
should  not  avoid  taking  notice,  that  their 
vivacity  seemed  more  the  result  of  aflocta- 
tion,  than  from  any  reul  cause  of  jov  :  for 
though  they  gave  tbitiiselves  a  thousand 
airs  of  gaiety,  I  could  plainly  discover  a 
something  that  gave  the  lie  to  their  con¬ 
duct.  So  apparent  an  inconsistency  in 
their  behaviour,  and  the  striking  difler- 
ence  visible  in  these  two  sets,  raised  my 


curiosity  (ihoiigh  still  I  could  not  help 
thinking  that  one  cause  actuated  them 
both;)  I  therefore  ventured  to  address 
the  foremost  of  them,  making  an  apology 
for  my  inquisitiveness,  and  telling  them, 
that  seeing  such  a  gloom  bang  oit  the  brow 
of  him  and  his  compnniom^  I  could  not 
be  satisfied,  without  inquiring  the  reason 
of  so  heavy  a  melancholy  ;  but  I  could 
obtain  no  other  answer  than  a  shake  of 
the  heai,  and  a  deep  sigh.  The  other 
party  were  more  communicative they 
told  me,  that  those  were  a  parcel  of  poor 
distracted  creatures,  who  had  long  been 
in  that  unhappy  way ;  that  it  w  as  a  dis¬ 
order  which  reigned  greatly  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  was  of  late  grown  so  contagious, 
that  several  of  their  acquaintance  had 
caught  the  insanity  by  barely  conversing 
with  them :  that  for  their  part,  they 
chose  to  have  no  intercourse  with  these 
poor  'wretches,  and  w^ere  so  happy  as  to 
have  escaped  the  calamity. 

The  apparent  thoughtless  manner  in 
which  these  people  delivered  themselves, 
gave  me  but  an  indiflerent  opinion  of 
them,  and  1  was  far  from  reaping  the  de¬ 
sired  satisfaction :  however,  espying  at  a 
little  distance  a  solid  elderly  looking  man, 
I  was  going  up  to  him,  in  order  to  gain 
some  better  intelligence :  he  perceived  my 
intention  as  I  advanced  forward,  and  met 
me.  II  is  aspect  was  serene,  and  uncloud¬ 
ed  ;  free  from  that  discontent  which  sat 
on  the  countenances  of  somej  nor  was  it 
discomposed  by  that  volatility  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  others  so  contemptible.  I  was 
going  to  speak,  but  the  old  gentleman 
prevented  me,  and  thus  he  addressed  me; 

‘  Sir,  you  seem  a  stranger  in  this  island, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  you  may  have  a  curi¬ 
osity  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  cause 
of  the  distress  so  visible  in  the  countenance 
of  many  of  the  inhabitants.  You  must 
know,  then,  that  there  is  a  fatal  dis¬ 
temper*  which  rages  anuing  us,  ami  was 
unhappily  introduced  by  the  personi  that 
Jirsf  came  into  this  place;  it  has  carried 
off  numbers  of  our  I'riends  and  relations, 
and  for  a  considerable  time  we  remained 
entirely  ignorant  of  a  remedy,  except  by 
tradition,  and  that  very  few  paid  any  re¬ 
gard  to;  however,  a  few  years  ago.  Prov¬ 
idence  directed  us  to  a  Physician!  of  great 
eminence  (which,  as  I  hinted  just  now, 
had  been  foretold  by  some  wise  men  ;)§ 
from  this  circumstance,  our  expectations 

^  Sin.  t  Adam.  }  Christ. 

§  The  evangelical  ()ro|)he(s. 
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of  a  cure  were  very  sanguine ;  but  the  mon wealth  there  must  be  chastisements — 
eflect»  of  this  fatal  malady  soon  put  a  pe-  it  cannot  be  avoided ;  so  have  the  former 
riod  to  his  life ;  and  we  thought  we  were  kings,  your  predecessors,  commanded  it 
deprived  of  the  only  friend  who  could  ad-  to  be ;  so  have  the  laws  ordained  it ;  so 
minister  comfort  and  relief  to  us  in  our  doth  the  government  of  the  state  require 


exigency ;  but  unparalleled  was  the  phi- 
lanthrophy  and  benevolence  of  this  good 
man — he  informed  us  (when  on  his  death¬ 
bed)  that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  avoid 


it/  The  emperor  replied,  ‘  1  weep  not  to 
see  these  men  prisoners ;  nor  do  1  weep 
to  see  them  chastised.  I  know  very  well 
that  the  good  without  rewards  are  not  en- 


death,  since  in  no  other  way  could  he  pos-  couraged  ;  that  without  chastisement  the 
sibly  be  of  service  to  us :  that  he  would  wicked  are  rot  restrained  ;  that  correction 
make  his  will,  and  leave  us  a  written  di-  is  as  necessary  to  the  government  of  a 
rection*  in  what  manner  we  might  obtain  kingdom,  as  bread  is  for  the  nourishment 
a  cure.  He  expired  soon  after  he  said  and  sustenance  thereof.  But  1  weep  be- 
this — and  we  immediately  opened  his  will ;  cause  my  time  is  not  so  happy  as  that  of 
the  purport  of  which  is  as  follows. 

(To  be  Continued  ) 


old  was,  token  the  virtues  of  the  princes 
were  suchy  that  they  served  as  a  bridle  to 
the  people  ;  and  when  their  example  was 
JUDGMENT  OF  THE  AREOPAGUS.  sujficient  to  restrain  a  whole  king^m. 

The  decisions  of  the  Areopagites  of  doo 

Athens,  have  long  been  famous  for  their 

wisdom.  The  learned  ^Phocius,  in  his  ANECDOTE. 

Bibliotheque,  expatiates  with  delight  on  Bishop  of  Derry  in  Ireland, 

one  decision  which  shews  that  it  was  a  eccentric  kind  of  character, 

wisdom  tempered  with  an  admirable  spirit  bi-ty,een  Newtonlimardy  and  Cole- 

of  humanity,  f  he  Areopagites  were  as-  ^ain,  overtook  an  aged  man,  bent  down 

sembled  toother  on  a  mountain,  with  no  infirmity.  Observing  something  ve- 
other  roof  but  the  canop  of  heaven.  A  appearance  of  the  tardy 

sparrow,  pursued  by  a  hawk,  fled  into  the  ,raveller,  he  invited  him  into  his  carriage, 

midst  of  them  for  refuge  ;  it  took  shelter  After  some  altercationeonceining  a  variety 
in  the  bosom  of  one  ol  them,  a  man  natu-  possessed  of 

rally  of  a  harsh  and  repulsive  disposition,  addressed  him  thus:— 

who,  taking  hold  of  the  little  trembler,<»,  ^  h, 

threw  It  from  him  with  such  A-iolence  that,  you  liLe  seen  better  days  than  those  which 
It  was  killed  on  the  spot,  fhe  whole  as- 

sembly  were  filled  with  indignation  at  the  j  ^  questions  to 

cruelty  of  the  deed ;  the  author  ot  it  was  discreetly,  may 

instantly  arraigned  as  an  alien  to  that  have  a  tendency  to  promote  your  happiness 
sentiment  of  mercy  so  necessary  to  the 

adminisUationofjustice;andbytheunain-  , 

mous  suflrages  ol  his  co  leagues,  was  degra-  ^3^,  p,  wonderful  thing  I 


ded  from  the  senatorial  dignity  which  he 
had  so  much  disgraced. 


% 


OPHY  OF  PUNISHMENTS. 

Alvarez,  in  his  History  of  China,  gives 
the  following  anecdote  of  one  of  its  empe- 
roTS.  When  riding  out  one  day,  the  ein- 
>r  met  a  procession  conducting  some 
Setors  to  punishment.  His  majesty 
stopped,  and  inquired  what  \<^as  the  matter  ? 
On  being  informed,  he  immedialcdy  burst 
into  a  flood  of  tears.  The  courtiers  in 
attendance,  endeavoured  to  comfort  his 


thing 

ever  saw,  (replied  tiie  old  man,)  is  this : 
J  never  saw  any  person  whose  face  W'as 
more  than  fourteen  inches  in  diameter : 
and  yet  every  face  that  1  ever  beheld,  dif¬ 
fered  (he  one  from  the  other.  ‘\ou  have 
answered  extremely  wel^  said  the  Bishop: 
^  Tell  me  now,  the  greate  st  Vonder  you 
ever  heard  of.^  ^'ITie  greatest  wonder  I 
ever  heard  of,^  be  replied  again,  is  this  ; 
^^God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh  ;  justified 
in  the  .Spirit ;  seen  of  angels  ;  believed  on 
in  the  worJei ;  ju  eacbed  among  the  G<»n- 
tiles ;  and  received  up  into  glory  'I'he 
Bishop  was  astonistied  at  the  acuteness 


majesty,  and  one  among  them  adore.ssed  displayed  in  both  answers  :  and  accorf mg 
him  in  the  these  words S, re.  m  a  rnm.  relation,  settled  something  yearly  on 

him. 


him  in  the  these  words : — ‘  Sire,  in  a  coin 
*  The  New  Testament. 


for  him.  Dr.  Sanderson  accordingly  wait¬ 
ed  upon  the  landlord^  stated  the  case  of  his 
poor  dejected  tenant,  and  remarked  u*  hiiUj 
how  much  God  is  pleased  when  we  com¬ 
passionate  the  poor ;  and  though  he  loves 
sacrifice, ^et  he  loves  mercy  so  much  bet¬ 
ter,  that  he  is  best  pleased  when  he  is 
called  the  God  of  mercy.  He  told  him 
the  riches  he  was  possessed  of  were  bestow¬ 
ed  by  that  God  of  mercy,  who  would  not 
be  pleased  if  he  to  whom  so  much  had 
been  given  and  forgiven,  should  prove  the 
rich  steward  in  the  gospel,  who  seized 
upon  his  fellow  creature  to  compel  him  to 
pay  the  utmost  farthing.  Besides,  he  add¬ 
ed,  riches  unjustly  obtained,  and  added  to 
his  great  estate,  would,  as  Job  says,  “  prove 
like  gravel  in  his  teeth  and  would  in  the 
hour  of  death,  Corrode  and  gftaw  his  con¬ 
science  ;  he  therefore  advised  him  not  to 
prefer  the  enjoy  ment  of  this  world,  to  the 
only  true  riches  :  and  neither  for  his  own, 
nor  God’s  sake,*lo  take  any  rent  from  his 
distressed  tenant,  for  that  would  be  regard¬ 
ing  his  temporal  interest  at  the  risk  of  his 
eternal  happiness.  These,  and  similar 
reasons,  were  urged  with  such  grave  and 
compassionate  earnestness,  that  the  land¬ 
lord  excused  his  tenant  the  whole  rent. — 
With  what  joy  was  the  meek  and  merciful 
Bishop  the  bearer  of  this  good  news  to 
the  distressed  family:  and  how  mutual 
and  ardent  was  their  delight !  Holy  Job 
boasts,  that  “  he  had  seen  none  perish  for 
want  of  clothing ;  and  that  he  had  often 
made  the  widow’s  heart  rejoice,  or  sing 
for  joy.”  Dr.  Sanderson  might  have  made 
the  same  religious  boast  on  this  and  many 
like  occasions. 


ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  TRACT  OISTRIBU- 
TORS. 

A  LITTLE  Boy,  belonging  to  a  Sunday- 
school  in  London,  having  occasion  every 
Sabbath  to  go  through  a  certain  court,  ob¬ 
served  a  shop  always  open  for  the  sale  of 
goods.  The  little  boy,  having  been  taught 
the  duty  of  sanctifying  that  day,  was  grieved 
at  its  profanation,  and  some  time  consider¬ 
ed  in  himself  whether  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  do  any  thing  to  prevent  it  At 
length  he  determined  upon  leaving  a  Tract 
on  the  Lord’s  day,  next  week,  at  the  shop 
as  he  passed  by.  He  did  so.  On  the 
next  Sabbath,  coining  the  same  way,  he 
observed  that  the  shop  was  shut  up.  He 
stopped,  and  pondered  whether  this  could 
be  the  effect  of  the  Tract  he  had  left.  He 
ventured  to  knock  gently  at  the  door ;  when 
a  woman  within,  thinking  it  was  a  custom¬ 
er,  answered  aloud,  ‘You  cannot  have  any 
thing :  we  don’t  sell  on  the  Sunday.’  The 
little  boy  still  begged  for  admittance,  en¬ 
couraged  by  what  he  had  heard.  When 
the  woman,  recollecting  his  voice,  opened 
the  door  and  said,  ‘  Come  in,  my  dear 
little  fellow :  it  was  you  who  left  the  tract 
here  last  Sunday,  against  Sabbath-break¬ 
ing,  and  it  frightened  me  so  that  1  did  not 
dare  to  keep  ray  shop  open  any  longer ; 
and  1  am  determined  never  to  do  so  again 
while  I  live.’ 

Let  this  be  an  encouragement  to  the 
teachers  of  Sunday-schools  in  enforcing 
the  observation  of  the  Lord’s  day ;  and 
let  it  be  a  stimulus  to  all  serious  people, 
and  even  to  children,  to  distribute  tracts  in 
every  possible  direction. 


« 


POXIS&7. 


THE  JOY  OF  GRIEF. 

Sweet  the  hour  of  tribulation, 

When  the  heart  can  freely  sigh  : 

And  the  tear  of  resignation 
Twinkles  in  the  mournful  eye. 

Have  you  felt  a  kind  emotion 

Tremble  through  your  troubled  breast ; 

Soft  as  evening  o’er  the  ocean, 

When  she  charms  the  waves  to  rest.^ 

Have  you  lost  a  friend  or  brother  ? 

Heard  a  father’s  parting  breath  ? 

Gaz’d  upon  a  lifeless  mother, 

Till  she  seem’d  to  wake  from  death  ? 

Have  you  felt  a  spouse  expiring 
In  your  arms,  before  your  view  ? 

Watch’d  the  lovely  soul  retiring 
From  her  eyes,  that  broke  on  you  ? 

Horror  then,  your  heart  congealing, 
Chill’d  you  with  intense  despair; 

Can  you  recollect  the  feeling  ? 

No  !  there  was  no  feeling  there. 

From  that  gloomy  trance  of  sorrow. 
When  you  woke  to  joys  unknown, 

How  unwelcome  was  the  morrow  ! 

For  it  rose  on  you  alone  ! 

Sunk  in  self-consuming  anguish. 

Can  the  poor  heart  always  ache  ? 

No,  the  tortur’d  nerve  will  languish. 

Or,  the  strings  of  life  will  break. 

.  While  the  wounds  of  woe  are  healing, 
While  the  heart  is  all  resign’d, 

’Tis  the  solemn  feast  of  feeling, 

’Tis  the  sabbath  of  the  mind. 

Pensive  memory  then  retraces 
Scenes  of  bliss  for  ever  fled. 

Lives  in  former  times  and  places. 

Holds  communion  with  the  dead. 

And,  when  night’s  prophetic  slumbers 
Rend  the  veil  to  mortal  eyes, 

From  their  tombs,  the  sainted  numbers 

^0£  our  lost  companions  rise. 

I 


A  FRAGMENT. 

• 

How  awfully  sublime  the  place. 

Where  God  decends  to  dwell ! 

H  is  awful  majesty  and  power. 

Who  dare  presume  to  tell  ? 

Oh'l  what  a  sacred  awe  we  feel. 

When  we  approach  that  place  ; 

To  hear  his  word  from  heaven  reveal'd. 
And  see  his  smiling  face. 

# 

Then  we  forget  our  worldly  cares, 

And  feel  a  heavenly  rest; 

The  Spirit  from  above  descends, 

.  And  peace  o’erflows  our  breast. 
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fdlii^co. —  The  abuse  of  this  weed  has 
become  so  common,  that  every  one  almost 
in  society  is  guilty  in  some  degree ;  and  a 
few  remarks  at  this  time  may  not  be  thought 
amiss.  Many  are  complaining  they  can¬ 
not  afford  to  take  even  a  paper  at  two 
dollars  a  year  for  the  in^provement  of  the 
mind,  whilst  they  can  spend  much  more 
to  indulge  themselves  in  what. is  a  loss  of 
time,  money,  health,  and  opportunities  of 
improvement.  Smokers  in  times  of  per¬ 
plexity  and  affliction,  eeek  relief  in  the 
pipe  or  cigar,  instead  of  seeking  it  in  the 
closet  on  their  knees :  the  reason  they 
generally  give  for  it,  is  the  same  that  tip- 
lersurgein  favour  of  their  drams.  Look 
at  their  house — it  is  generally  dirty,  disor¬ 
dered,  and  uncomfortable,  if  the  person  is 
a  woman.  The  condition  of  the  clothes  of 
the  family  shew  also  the  evils  that  attend 
this  disgusting  practice.  Think  of  the 
time  and  property  devoted  to  the  pipe  for 
a  day,  week,  month,  year,  or  a  number  of 
years.  Consider  their  minds  generally 
without  a  desire  for  reading  and  medita¬ 
tion*  Chewers'oftobacco'are,  if  possible, 
still  more  blameable.  E  ven  the  house  of 
worship  cannot  be  kept  clean  or  decent ; 
for  while  professing  to  serve  their  Maker, 
they  practise  needless  self  indulgence. — 
They  do  not  deny  themselves,  and  take 
up  the  cross  in  the  scripture  sense,  while 
they  thus  defile  the  house  of  worship— not 
to  say  any  thing  of  the  disagreeable  breath 
and  atmosphere  that  offend  many  who 
come  near  them.  If  people  would  spend 
less  in  this  way,  they  could  easily  save 
four  cents  a  week  to  have  a  ‘‘Friendly 
Visitor”  come  in  on  Saturday,  with  some¬ 
thing  entertaining  and  instructing  for  them¬ 
selves  and  families.  Think  of  this,  and 
say,  how  can  I  excuse  myself  in  a  future 
day. — Opportunities  of  knowing  my  duty 
to  myself,  my  fellow  creatures,  and  my 
Maker,  were  not  wanting;  but  1  loved 
and  practised  what  took  away  from  me 
the  means  of  obtaining  it — and  now  I  am 
justly  condemned.  Many  will  say,  this  is 
but  a  little  thing — then  it  is  the  easier  giv¬ 
en  up,  and  you  are  without  excuse  :  for  if 
you  cannot  deny  yourself  in  a  little  thing, 
how  can  you  in  that  which  is  greater.^ 
Young  people  should  think  of  this  in  time  ; 
for  habits  long  persisted  in,  become  a  se¬ 
cond  nature.  Save  your  time,  money, 
health,  and  improve  while  you  may* 
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SVMMART. 


DOMESTIC. 


was  executed  at 

aeireeable  to  sentence.  She  uttered  a  sFrearn 
as  the  •  officer  was  about  to  put  the  cord  about 
her  neck. 


sentinel  in  South-America,  he  beinj^  taken  (ot 

Spanish  General  and  not  speaking  as  soon  as 
JMbe  ought. 

It  is  supposed  the  Pacha  of  Egypt  is  prepar- 
i  ing  to  declare  himself  independent  of  the  Turk- 
ish  government. 

A  man  in  Cambridge  lately,  in  a  state  of 
sleep,  jumped  through  a  window,  and  fell  eight 
feet,  then  up  and  walked  three  hundred  and 


The  American  Bihle  Society  received  dur-  eighty-seven  yards,  to  his  father’s  house,  knock¬ 
ing  Febriiary,  89  cents,  and  issued  I, «22  i**®™  “P>  i**®"  eoi'siderable  violence 

Bibles.  I.3;M  Testaments,  valued  at  «1,914  03.  necessary  to  awaken  him.  He  is  now  con- 

A  number  of  (liiates  have  been  captured  by  ""®“  '^‘‘h  ‘he  bruises  be  received.  He  remem- 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  on  the  south  side  "“‘hing  of  it,  only  that  be  bad  an  ugly 

of  Porto  Rico.  dream  ! 

By  a  report  of  a  committee  to  the  Regents,  — 
we  perceive  it  is  recommended  to  have  no  MARRiFn 

Medical  men  as  Trustees  of  the  college,  that  the 

disputes  betiveen  the  Professors  and  Trustees,  ^  ****  Mr.  Bernard 

niay  not  arise  to  the  height  it  is  at  present.  McCaptin,to  Miss  Maria  Smith. 

Among  the  acts  lately  passed,  we  observe  O”  3isi  ult.  by  Key.  Mr.  Rrientnall,  Mr  WilUam 
one  .to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Genesee  Hyatt,  to  Miss  Catherine  Forest. 

Conference.  On  the  SOtb  nit.  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cumming,Mr.  Nathaniel  H. 

By  the  late  Post-Office  law,  no  newspaper  can  carpenter,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Archer, 
be  charged  at  more  tjian  one  cent  ®**y  where  in  Saturday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Samuel  Lane, 
the  State  .where  printed,  and  periodical  maga-  to  Miss  Julia  Piatt 

J  iiies  or  pamphlets  otie  and  a  half  cents  per  sheet  Nichol«  H«den- 

I  r  miles,  and  two  and  a 

half  cents  if  the  distance  exceed  that.  ^  ^  „  „  Twrtivt  «  u 

A  remonstrance  has  been  sent  to  the  Legis-  . 

lature  against  removing  the  Supreme  Court  8»™1.  Ann  Converse,  ail  of  ihis  city, 

from  this  city  Tuesday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Mordeeai 

The  river  St.  Lawrence  was  open  on  the  Smith,  to  Miss  Della  Murray,  of  this  city, 
ildth  ult.  a  circumstance  not  known  by  the  oldest  .::r~:''^rs=s=sssssassassss.  '  '  '  .-j 

inhabitant,  so  early  in  the  season.  DIED. 

At  New-Orleans,  a  man  was  tried  at  his  own 
request  for  beating  another,  and  fined  twenty  Sunday,  Benjamin  Young,  Printer,  aged  35. 
dollars  — Also  a  young  woman  was  fined  twenty-  Satui*day,  Cornelia,  wife  of  Nicholas  G.  Rutgers, 

five  dollars  for  appearing  in  the  street  in  men's  Friday,  Susannah,  relict  of  Capt.  Elihu  Marshall,  73. 

clothing.  On  the  31st  ult-  Susannah,  wife  of  Joseph  Webb,  Ship- 

A  fire  broke  out  in  Albany  on  Tuesday  morn-  wright,  aped  49. 
ing,  and  consumed  several  large  stores  and  out-  On  the  SOth  ult.  William  Mott,  aged  83. 
buildings. — loss  ^20,000.  On  Sunday,  after  a  lingering  illness,  Louisa,  the  wife  of 

Some  |)ersotis  made  an  assault  on  the  Marsh*  phUo  A.  Porter,  aged  24. 
all  and  Hog  Catchers  on  Tuesday,  let  the  bogs  Same  day,  Sarah  Wallace,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
out  of  the  cart,  but  they  wei*e  taken  up,  com- 

mitti-d,  and  had  to  give  bail.  It  is  likely  they  j„h„  ,2. 

•  win  be  severely  punishejf  Monday,  Mr..  Elis.be, I,  Sieenback. 

The  vessels  now  building  in  this  port,  are  «  .j  ■  u  *  m  t  o-v 

estimated  at  upwards  of  twelve  thousand  tons,  ^  ^  ... 

.  •  '  '  Same  day,  Hannah,  daughter  ut  Daniel  Morrison, 

carpenters  measure.  ^  „  t  .  r. 


FOREIGN. 

In  the  House  of  Parliament  strong  debates 
are  cotiliniied  on  the  Catholic  question  ;  and 
twenty  millifins  were  voted  for  the  expense  of 
government  the  present  year. 

The  king  of  Snaiu  was  ill  and  dis.satisfied  with 
his  present  situation,  and  thinks  his  person  in 
danger. 

Farther  advices  from  Holl.and,  mention  that 
immense  damage  has  been  done  by  the  flood. 
In  one  part  of  the  country  two  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  fine  land  is  under  water,  and  ten  thou¬ 
sand  horned  cattle  have  perished,  and  above 
two  hundred  loads  of  household  furniture  have 
been  washed  ashore  in  one  place,  amongwhich 
were  twenty  cradles.  Many  persons  lost  their 
lives ! 

Another  Island  has  been  discovered  not  far 
from  New*Zealand. 

The  English  Cooful  was  shot  by  a  Patriot 


Same  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Nicholas  Harden- 
brook,  to  Mlds  Mary  Parsells. 

Same  evening,  bv  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Wllliiam  Haddock, 
to  Miss  Saral)  Ann  Converse,  all  of  this  city. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stiiwell,  Mr.  Mordeeai 
Smith,  to  Miss  Delia  Murray,  of  this  city. 

DIED. 

Sunday,  Benjamin  Young,  Printer,  aged  35. 

Satui*day,  Cornelia,  wife  of  Nicholas  O.  Rutgers. 

Friday,  Susannah,  relict  of  Capt.  Elihu  Marshall,  73. 

On  the  31st  ult-  Susannah,  wife  of  Joseph  Webb,  Ship¬ 
wright,  aped  49. 

On  the  SOth  ult.  WilUam  Mott,  aged  83. 

On  Sunday,  after  a  lingering  illness,  Louisa,  the  wife  of 
Philo  A.  Porter,  aged  24. 

Same  day,  Sarah  Wallace,  daughter  of  the  late  John 
Shaw. 

Same  day,  John  Ashford,  aged  42. 

Monday,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Steenback. 

Same  day,  John  J.  Mossonneau,  aged  27. 

Same  day,  Hannah,  daughter  of  Daniel  Morrison, 

Tuesday,  after  a  painful  iUness  Mr.  Jolin  Greves. 

On  Wednesday,  of  a  lingering  illness,  Mr.  Gilbert  Gold¬ 
ing,  aged  52. 

Same  day,  Mrs.  Eleanor  Deas.  aged  85.  f 

Same  day,  Mr.  George  Brandon,  aged  23. 

On  Thursday  morning,  Mr.  Thomas  Carpenter  aged  68. 

On  Monday,  Mr.  William  Field,  aged  73. 

Same  day,  Mr.  James  Poole,  grocer,  aged  38, 

On  Wednesday,  Mr.  John  Gilbert,  late  of  the  town  ol 
Le  Roti,  Genesee  County. 

In  Richmond,  Va.  on  the  26th  ult.  William  Galt.  In 
1775  he  commenced  trading  with  a  pedlar^s  pack,  and  did 
not  own  six  feet  of  land;  but  in  1825,  coiild  ride  fifteen 
miles  rectilinear  on  his  own  ground.  He  died,  worth  as 
he  estimated,  ^750,000,  but  others  add  ^250,000  more.  He 
took  care  of  pence  first,  then  ptMindt.  He  died  a  bachelor 
Which  seems  to  have  been  the  worst  trait  about  him. 

Deaths  last  week  in  this  ci^  86 :  in  Philadelphia,  74. 
John  C.  Totten,  Primw)  No.  9  BeW|^  f  ’ 


